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The Book Club of California 


FounDED in 1912, The Book Club of California is a non-profit association of book- 
lovers and collectors who have a special interest in Pacific Coast history, literature, 
and fine printing. Its chief aims are to further the interests of book collectors and 
to promote an understanding and appreciation of fine books. 

The Club is limited to eight hundred members. When vacancies exist membership 
is open to all who are in sympathy with its aims and whose applications are approved 
by the Board of Directors. Regular Membership involves no responsibilities beyond 
payment of the annual dues. Dues date from the month of the member’s election. 
Regular membership is $15.00; Sustaining, $25.00; Patron, $100.00. 

Members receive the Quarterly News-Letter and all parts of the current Keepsake 
series, Early California Mail Bag. They have the privilege, but not the obligation, of 
buying the Club publications which are limited, as a rule, to one copy per member. 
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Ambrose Bierce to H. L. Mencken 
By 7. V. Ridgely” 


N the Winter, 1956, issue of the Quarterly News-Letter M. E. 

Grenander printed four letters from H. L. Mencken to 

Ambrose Bierce which are now in the Stanford University 
Library. Recently, while working in the H. L. Mencken Room 
of the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore, [I came across the 
other side of this correspondence. It consists of six letters written 
in April and May, 1913, which Mencken had tipped in the first 
six volumes of his set of Bierce’s Collected Works. As Mencken 
related in a frequently reprinted article on Bierce, the two had 
met at the funeral of Percival Pollard, a literary critic, in Balti- 
more in 1911; but, judging from the letters printed below, their 
correspondence was limited to these months of 1913. 
*].V.Ridgely is.an assistant professor of English at Columbia University, New York. 
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For permission to reprint the Bierce letters I am indebted to 
Mrs. Earl T.. Foster, great-niece of Bierce, and to the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, possessor of the manuscripts. Since Professor 
Grenander has already supplied much of the necessary back- 
eround, I have kept my annotation to a minimum. 

Bierce’s opening letter to Mencken follows: 


Army and Navy Club, 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Mencken, 

A few days ago I bought the May number of the rather clever magazine 
with the unpleasant name—‘‘ The Smart Set’? —and was delighted to find 
in wt two things by you. Maybe you write for wt all the time; I don’t know. 
Well, I like your work and want to tell you so; I had not known that you 
could write so devilish well. What particularly takes my attention and 
traps my approval is your view of the “white slavery’ fad—parily no 
doubt because of its conformity to my own notion, expounded many times 
an conversation but never written because I have now no ‘“‘organ’’ and don’t 
write anything. Aside from that, your remarks are more than cleverly 
made—they charm. |Mencken’s piece, a review article, was called 
“Weep for the White Slave!’’| 

Pm not supposing that you will care particularly for my commendation, 
but I can’t withhold it without doing violence to conscience. Now it ts 
“off my mind.” 

I hope you prosper in so far as prosperity 1s compatible with happiness. 

Sincerely yours, 
AMBROSE BIERCE. 

April 21, 1913. 


Mencken replied on April 22 that he was ‘“‘tickled”’ the Smart 
Set had pleased Bierce, whose works Mencken was then reading, 
and he sent on the April issue. 


Army and Navy Club, 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Menken \|sic| 
Thank you for the mag. I like the way you serve up the poets [in a 
review], and your “‘Beeriad” makes me thirsty. 
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I note that you like Robert Loveman’s work. So do I—yowll find a 
reference to him (written many years ago) on page 274, Vol. X of the 
“Collected Works.” But I haven’t kept track of him as I ought to have done. 

By the way, there’s another Loveman (Samuel, a relative, I think) also 
a poet. He’s youngster, lives in Cleveland and has done some clever things— 
one, a lyric, topfull of poetry. Maybe you know about him. [Samuel 
Loveman is currently operating a bookstore in New York City. ] 

Your news of Mrs. Pollard surprises me. Pollard’s widow had remar- 
ried on April 19. The last time I heard from her she said she was coming 
to Baltimore soon, and asked me to go up and meet her. And then she 
marries without my consent and doesn’t tell me about it! Alas, alas for the 
fidelity of woman. 

I couldn’t help thinking how Pollard would have enjoyed your chat 
about Miinich, poor chap. 

As to the projected weekly. |The Blue Review, which never went 
beyond the planning stage.| I fear I am a bit too old and lazy for 
any regular connection with it—anything that would require consecutive 
work. I probably shall never again write anything but stories, and then 
only when the spirit moves me, or to fill a definite order. I do enjoy my 
idleness. Moreover, I shall go West later in the season—or rather South- 
west—and may go into Mexico (where, thank God, there is something 
doing) and to South America. To that regzon if, in Mexico, I do not 
incur the mischance of standing against a wall to be shot. So I fear I 
can not be of any present use to you and Mr. |Willard Huntington] 
Wright in the new venture. 

Why don’t you write for Neale’s new magazine? |Neale’s Monthly] 
Doubtless for the same reason that I don’t. 

Szncerely yours, 
AMBROSE BIERCE. 


April 25, 1913. 


Mencken replied the next day that Bierce’s planned trip to 
Mexico (which, as Bierce foresaw, proved to be his last—so far 
as we know) was excuse enough for not contributing, and he 
remarked that Samuel Loveman was a new name to him. 
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May 1, 19173. Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Mencken, 

If you are in correspondence with Mr. Wright will it be too much 
trouble to ask him how I can obtain the article mentioned (and marked) 
in the enclosed clipping? I too have visited Carmel, and it left a yellow 
taste in my mouth. |Bierce was inquiring about an article Wright 
had published in the Los Angeles Times.| 

Speaking of Loveman (Samuel), how does this little thing of his hit 


your 
sc ee ee ek 


II 
This ts the way the moon comes up 
From under the glimmering fallow fields: 
First but the rim of a silver cup 
Where the farthest twilight primrose yields 
Her earthly beauty up; 


And now where the deep light winks abrim 
You can see wt flutter and fail for breath, 
And a single star falls rapt and dim— 

I call it Death. 


Ill 
These are my moths, a brooding slumber 
Falls from their painted, placid wings, 
The shifting dusk 1s white with their number: 
They stir to the song one sings. 


Into the heart of a poppy they hover, 

Out of the purple, starlit night; 

Ah, they are gone now; poppy and lover— 
I am their short delight. 


IV 
Do you hear 1t?—my bubbling mghtingale 
With a thousand notes to a single trill; 
The moon and the stars are passion-pale; 
Listen they must at will. 
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Such a world of ache, such an ancient wrong, 
I have tried to fathom tt all, forsooth; 
But the deep night covers the singer and song, 
And, Youth, wt cries—Youth— Youth! 


[The stanzas are from “In Pierrot’s Garden,” printed in full in 
Loveman’s Twenty-one Letters of Ambrose Bierce, 1922. Several 
of these letters are concerned with this poem and mention 
Mencken’s interest in it. | 


By the way, how could you write of ** The Lyric Year’? [Mencken had 
reviewed this anthology, published in 1912] and not mention what 
seems to me the only really great thing in it—|George] Sterling’s ode to 
Browning? Pm no great lover of Browning, but if those verses haven't 
more poetry in ’em than all the others [’'m a cow. 

Szncerely yours, 
AMBROSE BIERCE. 


Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Mencken, 

I thank you for taking the trouble to apprise Mr. Wright of my desire 
to see his remarks on Carmel. 

In re Samuel Loveman, I don’t think there ts any “‘book.”? There 1s a 
very thin little pamphlet “‘printed for the author.” Pll ask Loveman to 
send you one. The lines that I quoted are the best ones in tt. 

The George Sterling “Ode to Browning,” in ‘‘ The Lyric Year,”’ took 
the second prize. My only “‘kick’’ ts that tt did not get the first too, and 
the third uf there was a third. But the Orrick Johns verses were good. 

By the way, one of the judges, Brathwaite |sic], 1s a nigger. Doubtless 
you know that. [Bierce’s slurring reference is to the American Negro 
poet, William Stanley Braithwaite. | 

Szncerely yours, 
AMBROSE BIERCE. 


May 4, 1913. 


31 


The Book Club of California 


Army and Navy Club, 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Mencken, 

Happening to look you up in ““Who’s Who’? Pve been a-thinkin’ that 
you can’t have been greatly flattered by my “coming upon’ you so unex- 
pectedly. I should have known about you for many years tf I had had the 
habit of reading new (or newish) books and ‘The Smart Set.” I confess 
that I have never seen a half-dozen numbers of that magazine—I mean 
its insides. Guess I have been repelled by its name. (How would it do to 
start a mag. for women, entitled ‘The Smart Sex’??) But I hope you 
don’t mind being ‘“‘discovered.”? I have myself been discovered more fre- 
quently than any living writer, I think. 

The purpose of this note, however, 1s not apologetic; I'd like to know 
which of your books you are least ashamed of, so that I may read it. 
Don’t send it to me; Neale will do that. [Walter Neale was publisher 
of the Collected Works and later Bierce’s biographer. | 

The *‘S.S.”? has made me a decent proposal for work, and [ve prom- 
ised wt the first magazine work that I do. God He knoweth when that will 
take shape. 

Samuel Loveman (Liebmann?) says he sent you the little pamphlet. 
I doubt tf you will care for much of the little that wt contains. 

Stncerely yours, 
AMBROSE BIERCE. 


May 17, 1913. 


Mencken responded with a gift of two of his books, one of 
which was Men versus the Man: A Correspondence between Robert Rives 
LaMonte, Socialist and H. L. Mencken, Individualist, 1910. 


Washington, D.C. 
My dear Mencken, 

I thank you for the books; they have delighted me. Of course you had 
an easy fight with La Monte, who, however would have been no mean 
antagonist wf he had had a leg to stand on and a footing for the leg. 
The manner of your fighting 1s altogether admirable. 

Perhaps it is your courtesy to an opponent, but it seems to [me] that 
your treatment of Socralism ws better than wt merits. I should myself not 
think of opposing a Socialist otherwise than by a cuff upon the mouth of 
him. I have never met one that was not in open and candid sympathy with 
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crime. In the immemorial war between the law-abiding and the law- 
breaking class the Socialist 1s what we Damyanks used to call a “‘copper- 
head.’ Moreover, he ts a cry-baby and a ’fraid-cat. Furthermore, he ts 
commonly devoid of decency, and his female ts that way too. Observe that 
the fellow in jail for sending indecent matter through the mails ts invariably 
a Socialist. 

But if I did reason with one I should wish to reason about as you do. 

All the same, Socialism is going to get our goat. 

Sencerely yours, 
AMBROSE BIERCE. 

May 25, 1913. 


Here the correspondence between Mencken and Bierce appa- 
rently breaks off. Bierce went on his planned trip to Mexico 
six months later and disappeared into legend. 


Windsor Press Checklist 


San Francisco, 1924-1943 
Compiled by Duncan H1. Olmsted 


{ Conciusion } 


194! 
132. THE ATLANTIC CHARTER. Single leaf, 12 x 9. Insert in a magazine, 
(Pacific Printer.) 


133. THE EDUCATION OF A BANKER, by F. L. Lipman. 24 pages, 
814 x 538. Blue paper boards, brown cloth spine. No printer’s name. 


134. THE ENGLISH WAR, by Dorothy L. Sayres. Woodcut by James John- 
son. 8 pages, 10 x 7. I'an paper wrappers. 


135. FIFTY YEARS MARRIED, AUGUSTA F. RICHARDSON, FRIEND 
WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 1891-1941. An article written by Charles 
McIntyre in the Pacific Printer, August, 1941. Photo pasted in. 16 pages, 
834 x 644. Green paper wrappers. 
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136. 


137. 


138. 


130. 


140. 


eS 


14 


NO 


14 


143. 


144. 


145. 
146. 


Age 


148. 


149. 
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MY BOOKS, by Austin Dobson. 8 pages, 8 x 534. Orange paper wrappers. 
Printed for the Roxburghe Club. 


OUR LIVES, FORTUNES & SACRED HONOR, from “On The 
Record” by Dorothy Thompson. 12 pages, 7 x 5. Cream paper wrappers. 


A PERSONAL HISTORY OF THE SAN FRANCISCO EARTH- 
QUAKE AND FIRE IN 1906, by Edward Livingston, Sr. With photos 
and reproductions. 58 pages, 938 x 7. Blue cloth boards, tan cloth spine. 


Roxburghe Club Announcements: 
Meeting of February 3, Herbert Fahey, speaker, “Modern Fine Book- 
binding.” 4 pages, 9% x 64%. 
Meeting of March 3, Edward F. O’Day, speaker, “George Sterling As I 
Knew Him.” 4 pages, 11 x 834. 


. Meeting of November 10, Charles P. Cutten, John W. Dodds, Earl V. 


Weller, John Howell and William H. Davis, speakers, “An Evening with 
Stevenson.” 4 pages, 94 x 7%. 


1942 


. ARTICLE OF FAITH, by the Auslanders (Joseph and Audrey). 4 pages, 


74% 5: 

THE ATLANTIC CHARTER. 16 pages, 6 x 414. 60 copies in gray paper 
wrappers. 

THE ENGLISH ADMIRALS: GREENVILLE, by Robert Louis Steven- 
son. Leaflet No. 1 issued in the Newsletter, Vol. X, No. 1-2, 1943, The 
Book Club of California. 4 pages, 57 x 4. 


HIGH FLIGHT, by John Magee, Jr. 4 pages, 414 x 314. 


THE ROMANCE OF THE SWAG, by Henry Lawson. Guardians of the 
Pacific: No. One, Australia. Published for its members by The Book Club 
of California. Foreword by James Johnson. 24 pages, 9% x 6%. 


TO REMEMBER D. B. UPDIKE AND THE MERRYMOUNT 
PRESS, by James Johnson. 4 pages, 734 x 5%. 


WORD-DIVISION FOR READERS, compiled by Benjamin N. Fryer. 
The Brothers Johnson prepared the original format and title page. 22 pages, 
67% x 47%. 500 copies for the East Bay Club of Printing House Craftsmen 
and The Printing Industry Craftsmen of Australia, in lavender paper 
wrappers. 


Roxburghe Club Announcement: 


Meeting of September 14, Neill C. Wilson, Otis Marston and Francis P. 
Farquhar, speakers, ‘“The Drama of the Colorado.” 4 pages, 10% x 7%. 
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1943 


150. D. B. UPDIKE AND THE MERRYMOUNT PRESS, by George L. 
Harding. The Roxburghe Club. 52 pages, 774 x 53. 125 copies in cream 
paper wrappers. 


Roxburghe Club Announcements: 


151. Meeting of February 8, George L. Harding, speaker, ““D. B. Updike and 
the Merrymount Press.” 4 pages, French fold, 974 x 63%. 


152. Meeting of April 12, Herbert Eugene Bolton, speaker, ‘‘The Bancroft 
Library: Its History, Problems and Prospects.” 4 pages, 10 x 7%. 


Not Dated 


153. TLHE ABALONE SONG, a California folk verse written down by George 
Sterling. 8 pages, 838 x 578. Brown paper wrappers. 


154. BEAUTY CONQUERS THE WORLD. 4 pages, 8 x 6%. 


155. LHE BUSH-BRED BOY, by James Johnson. 12 pages, 614 x 454. 100 
copies in tan paper wrappers. 


156. THE CATS, by Sara Bard Field. Single leaf 9 x 554. 

157. COVARRUBIAS. 4 pages, 9 x 634. Yellow paper wrappers. 

158. DEFENSE OF WAKE. 8 pages, 634 x 434. Tan paper wrappers. 

159. THE FABULOUS MAECENAS, by James Johnson. Broadside, 125% 
x 93. 

160. FROM A CHRISTMAS CAROL. 4 pages, 8 x 6. 


161. THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS, by Abraham Lincoln. With portrait. 
Broadside 1054 x 714. 


162. KUBLA KHAN II, by James Johnson. 16 pages, 6 x 5%. 
163. LAMENT DAWSONIUS. Broadside 1258 x 9}. 


164. THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF CHARLES LOUNSBURY, 
by Williston Fish. 8 pages, 778 x 3%. Printed for the Wells Fargo Bank & 
Union Trust Co. 


165. LOVERS OF BOOKS ... ; from Cecil and James Johnson. 4 pages, 
8% x 6%. 

166. THE MAN WITH THE HOE, by Edwin Markham. Woodcut by James 
Johnson. 8 pages, 854 x 57%. 

167, METROPOLIS, by Cecil and James Johnson. 4 pages, 934 x 534. 

168. THE MIXERS: LADIES NIGHT. Announcement of meeting, October 8, 
A History of Archery. 4 pages, 634 x 5%. 
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170. 


171, 
172, 


173. 


174. 


GiGy 


176. 


177: 
178. 


179. 


180. 
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MODERN TYPES, a typographic specimen book. 8 pages, 844 x 5%. 
Orange paper wrappers. 

OUR FRED G, by James Johnson. 4 pages, 734 x 54. For the Roxburghe 
Club. 

PHILOBIBLON OF RICHARD DE BURY. Broadside, about 12 x 9. 
A PRINTER’S DAY BOOK, by Cecil and James Johnson. 48 pages, 
94 x 6%. Rose paper wrappers. 

A SONG OF PROPHECY, by James Sydney Johnson. Illustration by 
Marguerite Boyd. Broadside 1214 x g. 

SONGS OF INNOCENCE, by William Blake. 26 pages, 7 x 45%. 50 copies 
in black paper boards. 

SUPPLEMENTARY LETTER ON THE QUINTESSENCE OF TIPO- 
ISM, by George Mushmouth Macy (parody). 4 pages, 1134 x 8%. 
THAT EXQUISITE SOMETHING CALLED STYLE... ; by James 
Russell Lowell. 4 pages, 634 x 4. 

... THIS THING CALLED STYLE. 4 pages, 914 x 6%. 

TO CREATE SOMETHING ...; The Brothers Johnson. With woodcut. 
4 pages, French fold, 834 x 534. 

TO HERON HOUSE. 4 pages, 14% x 10%. 

VALE WINDSOR. Card 4% x 6%. 


New Light on Sutter’s Fort 


By Carroll D. Hall, Monument Supervisor 


HE site of Sutter’s Fort in Sacramento was acquired by 
the State in 1891. The reconstruction of this famous 
pioneer outpost which followed reflected the testimony of 


old-timers and the best guesses of the restorers, who deserve our 
gratitude for preserving this historic spot. 

In recent years, however, more evidence has been obtained 
from documentary and archeological sources, and this evidence 
shows that the original fort was larger than the reconstructed one, 
and that there were other differences. 
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Measurements of the fort as given by Sutter and his contempo- 
raries seldom agree, causing one to wonder if anyone actually 
went to the trouble of measuring it. 

It had long been known that Sutter employed weavers, shoe- 
makers, carpenters, gunsmiths, distillers, blacksmiths, coopers, 
bakers and others with trades or skills, but where were they 
located in the fort? 

The answer to the question was found in 1958 in a German 
booklet published in Darmstadt in 1848 to encourage emigration 
to California. This was entitled Obercalifornien./Eine/geographische 
Schilderung /fiir/den <weck deutscher Auswanderung und/Ansiedlung./ 
... Mit einer Karte des Rio Sacramento und einem Grundrisz des/Forts 
New-Helvetien. The author was Heinrich Kiinzel, who was un- 
aware of the discovery of gold at the time of publication. 

The map of Sutter’s territory in this booklet extends from 
Sutterville to the Sutter Buttes, and shows Hock Farm, Indian 
villages and other features of New Helvetia, but the ground plan 
of the fort identifying the various rooms and other areas is of 
particular interest to the staff and the Division of Beaches and 
Parks, which administers this State historical monument, for it 
has become the guide for ‘re-restoration’ currently under way. 

It is not known how Kiinzel obtained the ground plan, but 
Sutter is credited as the source. Possibly Kiinzel got it from 
Sutter’s eldest son, John Jr., who is mentioned in the text as 
having departed for California and from whom information con- 
cerning the practicability of German settlements there is awaited. 
(The son arrived in San Francisco in September, 1848.) 

It is odd that Kiinzel’s book should have been overlooked so 
long. Bancroft cites it in his authorities, and had it in his collec- 
tion, but made no reference to the ground plan in his Aistory of 
California. A visiting historian’s recollection in 1958 of having 
seen such an item in the Bancroft Library in 1949, and Cowan’s 
bibliography, led to the Berkeley campus and the ‘Rosetta Stone’ 
of Sutter’s Fort. 

Archeologists in 1958, ?59 and ’60 have found confirmation of 
the Kuinzel ground plan by uncovering evidence of wall founda- 
tions, floors, and a well. Incidentally, they also uncovered the 
skeletons of ancestors of ‘Sutter’s Indians’, buried on the fort site 
during the last 2000 to 3000 years. 
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Sutter’s Fort is committed to a policy of restoration to the 
period of its greatest activity up to the forepart of 1848. This will 
take further research and appropriations in the years ahead. 
There is much we wish to know. The Ktinzel map, useful as it is, 
has merely whetted our appetite. 


Annual Meeting 


THE ANNUAL MEETING Of The Book Club of California will be held at the 

Club Rooms, 545 Sutter Street, San Francisco, on Tuesday, March 14, at 

11:30 a.m. | 
RoBERT BELL, Executive Secretary 


New Sustaining Members 


‘THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS have changed their status to Sustaining Members. 
It is particularly gratifying to see the names of several of our most recently 
added members in this category. The two classifications of membership above 
Regular Memberships are Patron Memberships, $100.00 a year, and Sustaining 
Memberships, $25.00 a year. 


Mrs. Marcus Aaron, II 
Mr. Marx ALTMAN 

Mr. SAMUEL S. BERMAN 
Dr. DonALD A. CHARNOCK 
Mr. J. A. DIAMOND 

Mr. ALAN H. FLEISHHACKER 
Mrs. Epwarp H. HELLER 
Mr. EpwarD HOHFELD 
Mrs. SINCLAIR JARDINE 
Mr. Pau B. KELLY 

Mr. Wixus L. Kine 

Mrs. Rospert LUNDIN 

Mr. ANDRE MoRILHAT 
Mr. Norman D. WEEDEN 


Mr. RatmunpD B. WuRLITZER 
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Pittsburgh, Pa. 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
Los Angeles 
San Francisco 
Atherton 
Atherton 

San Francisco 
Los Angeles 
San Francisco 
Beverly Hills 
Berkeley 
Oakland 

San Francisco 


Burlingame 
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Elected to Membership 


At the December meeting, the Board voted to add fifty names from the waiting 
list to the current membership, thereby setting the total number of members 
at 850. The following list of new members added during the last few months 


includes this addition. 


Member 


Alfred G. Aitken, Jr. 

David Arnold 

Wakefield Baker, Jr. 

Mrs. John P. Beresford 
Bibliotheque Nationale 
Birmingham Public Library 
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Bissinger 
Miss Marion Cook 

John M. Crawford, Jr. 
Alexander Davidson, Jr. 
Frank Deodene 

Herbert M. Evans 

Fort Worth Public Library 


Address 


Piedmont 
Norman, Okla. 
San Francisco 
New York, N. Y. 
Paris, France 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Kentfield 

San Francisco 
New York, N. Y. 
New York, N. Y. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Berkeley 

Fort Worth, 'Tex. 


Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Frazer Berkeley 


Miss Jean Gancher 

Mr. & Mrs. P. M. Hardwick 
Mr. & Mrs. H. R. Harris 
Clarence Heller 

Mr. & Mrs. David Henson 
Edward Hohfeld 

Charles H. Holbrook, Jr. 
Mason Ingram 

Thomas J. Jeffries 

Miss Lenni Johnson 
George Kane 

Paul B. Kelly 

Miss Dorothy L. Krisher 
Miss Gay La Joie 

Melvin Lane 

Miss Alice Le Fevre 

Mrs. Ann B. Lewis 

David A. Locher 


San Francisco 
San Marino 
Palo Alto 
Atherton 
Santa Ana 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
Los Angeles 
Palm Springs 
Los Gatos 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
Menlo Park 


Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Newport Beach 
San Francisco 
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Sponsor 


Mrs. M. Edw. Heymes 
Robert Bell 

Warren R. Howell 
Norman H. Strouse 
Robert Bell 

Robert Bell 

Walter A. Gabriel 
Austin Hills 

Norman H. Strouse 
Norman H. Strouse 
Robert Bell 

Warren R. Howell 
Robert Bell 

Robert Bell 

Robert Bell 

Kerwin Whitnah 

Mrs. Elizabeth Downs 
Joseph Bransten 
Robert Bell 

James D. Hart 

Mrs. Elizabeth Downs 
Robert Bell 

Robert M. Strong 
Robert Grabhorn 

E. Rene Leach 
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Quarterly News-Letter 


Spring Publication 


NEGOTIATIONS are being made to offer for the Spring publication a delightful 
book of early California drawings done between 1841 and 1847. These drawings 
will include several scenes of San Francisco. No further particulars can be made 
available at this time, but the book will be printed by Lawton Kennedy, and 
the price will be in the neighborhood of $15 or less. 


Serendipity 


THE CLUB’S VICE-PRESIDENT, Oscar Lewis, has recently published The War in 
the Far West: 1861-1865, Doubleday, 1961. This is yet another contribution to 
the groaning shelves of Civil War history, but unlike most books on the war 
this book presents fresh and lively material on the great event. Even the person 
who would just as soon forget about the time-worn struggle will find much 
of interest in this volume, for there is a chapter on wartime San Francisco and 
the wartime activity at other places in the Bay Area. Mr. Lewis’ book, dealing 
with the Civil War mainly as another outside influence that helped shape 
California’s history, is definitely a vital item for collectors of Western Americana. 


WX 


ARLEN Puitpott, Club member and one-time employee of the Grabhorn Press, 
announces the establishment of The Tamal Land Press, 21 Lovell Avenue, Mill 
Valley. He plans that all work undertaken at the press, whether commercial or 
private, will be executed within the spirit and tradition of the private press. 


WX 


NoTIFICATION HAS recently been made to The Book Club of California of 
presentation of an Award of Merit by the Jury of the Western Books of 1960 
for Figure Prints of Old Japan, the Club’s last publication of 1959. The award 
refers to this book as ‘“‘an outstanding contribution to Book Design and Pro- 
duction,” and states that the book has been included in the Annual Exhibition 
sponsored by the Rounce & Coffin Club of Los Angeles. 


EX 


MEMBERS WILL BE interested to learn that J. Terry Bender, one of the Directors 
of the Book Club, has been selected for the job of librarian of the distinguished 
Grolier Club of New York and will assume that post in May. Mr. Bender resigns 


Al 
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from the position he has held since 1955 as Chief Librarian of the Division of 
Special Collections and Keeper of Rare Books at the Stanford University 
Library, where he has been since 1953. He has been a member of the Board 
of the Book Club for four years, and as a Director has contributed to Club 
programs and activities with energy and imagination, particularly in the areas 
of acquisition, publication, and exhibition. 


WAX 


Rosert B. MAacMaxin, a Book Club of California member and for the past 
six years Production Manager of Taylor & Taylor, is leaving the end of February 
for Afghanistan for a two-year stay. He will be on an assignment for The Asia 
Foundation, San Francisco, as Press Management Advisor to the Afghan 
Ministry of Education Press. The MacMakins and their four children will be 
living in Kabul, the capital city of Afghanistan. They will become neighbors 
of fellow Moxon Chappel companion Alvin Badenhop, who has been in 
Pakistan since last fall. The Chappel, a Peninsula group of private printers, 
thus assumes international proportions. 


EX 


THE Cups is grateful to Dr. Huntington Williams, who has presented to the 
library a copy of An Oneida County Printer, New York, 1906. This scarce work, 
of which only 165 copies were printed, is a memoir and bibliography of the 
donor’s great-grandfather, William Williams, early printer of school books in 


Utica, New York. 


FROM THE PRIVATE PRESS of Thelma and John R. Evans comes a handsome little 
volume—A History of the Episcopal Parish of Saint Andrew at Cripple Creek... in 
Colorado, by Hazel W. Bunker. Seldom are such works accorded the dignity of 
handset type and fine paper. The edition is limited to 300 copies, numbered. 
and signed by author and printer. $12.50. 


KX 


For AMERICANA COLLECTIONS The Amigos de Calle del Cristo 255 are offering 
an exact replica of an important manuscript associated with the second voyage 
of Christopher Columbus, in which occurred the discovery of Puerto Rico. 
This document was issued at Barcelona on June 1, 1493 and signed by the King 
and Queen of Spain. The printing was done by the Meriden Gravure Company 
of Connecticut, and the special case was produced by the Spiral Press of New 
York. Orders can be addressed direct to the Amigos de Calle del Cristo 255, 
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Inc. P.O. Box. 2265, San Juan, Puerto Rico. The facsimile is priced at three 


dollars. 
WX 


AN ANNOUNCEMENT comes from The Peregrine Press that A Modern Herbal, its 
largest publication to date, is available. The text concerns those herbs which 
are available in the San Francisco Bay Area, giving a rich account of the his- 
tory, cookery and lore of approximately forty herbs; each is illustrated with a 
full page linoleum block of remarkable detail and delicate design. This elab- 
orately executed book has been printed with Caslon Old Face type on specially 
hand made paper from Japan and backed with vellum from Ireland, and it 
has been printed in an edition of 150. The Peregrine Press is operated by 
Henry Evans and is located at 308 Clement Street, San Francisco 18. 


WAX 


The Lengthened Shadow was the title of Norman Strouse’s address at the opening 
of the exhibition of modern fine printing at the Grolier Club, April 19, 1960. 
Collectors in the field of modern fine printing will be glad to know that this 
delightful essay is now available in book form. (Philip C. Duschnes). 


WAX 


Cart I. WHEAT’s monumental work—Mapping the Transmississippt West—has 
now progressed to Volume IV. This striking volume contains no less than 
102 maps (twice as many as occurred in Volume I) and is in every respect a 
worthy successor to the preceding three. It is no exaggeration to say that | 
when the fifth and final volume appears the set will be hailed as one of the 
most outstanding works of scholarship on the West ever to be undertaken. 


Bo 


MALLETTE DEAN has loaned the Book Club an exquisite item printed and 
illuminated by Valenti Angelo. The World’s Justice; A Parable from the Examples 
of San Bernardino of Siena is done in the bold and beautiful tradition of medieval 
illumination. Fifty copies of the book were printed on a hand press and given 
to friends of the artist. Mr. Angelo was chief illustrator for six years for the 


Grabhorn Press. 


Jack W. STAUFFACHER has been appointed to the staff of the Department of 
Fine Arts of Carnegie Institute as Advisory Curator for Typographic Design. 
He is assistant professor at Carnegie Institute of Technology. 
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Prior to Mr. Stauffacher’s arrival in Pittsburgh, he was well-known in typo- 
graphical circles throughout the United States and Europe. He established 
The Greenwood Press in San Mateo, California, in 1940, later, in 1947, moving 
it to San Francisco. He continued with The Greenwood Press until 1955, during 
which time his primary activity was in the art of bookmaking. Every year since 
1941 he has been awarded prizes in the Rounce & Coffin Club’s annual “‘West- 
ern Books Exhibition.” In 1948, 1951, and 1954 he was included in the “Fifty 
Best Books” awards of the American Institute of Graphic Arts. 

Mr, Stauffacher wrote, printed, and published Fanson: A Definitive Collection 
in 1954, a volume that was considered one of the finest productions in the 
“Fifty” books of 1954. Last year this book was included with another of the 
Greenwood books in the ‘‘Fifty Best Books’’ of the last ten years, and both were 
on display at the American Exhibition at Moscow in the summer of 1959. 


SX 


ADVERTISED AS “‘a book to delight the heart of every bibliophile,” The sooth 
Anniversary Pictorial Census of the Gutenberg Bible by Don Cleveland Norman is 
available from The Coverdale Press in Chicago. This book is an authoritative, 
up-to-date answer to most questions relating to the Gutenberg or 42-line Bible, 
its known extant copies, and the location of Gutenberg fragments and single 
leaves. The book is folio size and contains 240 pages. It is printed in Baskerville 
type on 88-lb. rag paper and provided with a slip-case. The edition is 985 
numbered copies. The Club is deeply grateful to member Norman H. Strouse 
of New York for presentation of this exceedingly important and beautiful book 
to the Club’s library. 


AX 


BETWEEN SIXTY AND SEVENTY MEMBERS Of The Grolier Club of New York, the 
most august of the country’s bibliophilic societies, will visit the Bay Area as part 
of a California tour in late April. While in San Francisco they will be enter- 
tained with a banquet and book exhibition at the Palace of the Legion of Honor, 
a bay tour, and visits to various libraries and societies. Trips to the University 
of California libraries and Stanford libraries will be other highlights of their 
visit here. Grolier Club members and bibliophiles in the Bay Area will host 
private entertainments as well. From San Francisco the tour will proceed via 
the Monterey Peninsula and San Simeon to the Los Angeles area for the con- 
clusion of their California bibliophilic holiday. 


Bos 


From THE Moxon CuaApPEL has been received one of its intermittent packets 
containing mementoes, minutes, and miscellany done in the last few months 
by the Chappel’s member presses, such as The Halcyon Press, Hilltop Hobbies 
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Press, Wilmac Press, &c. For the non-printer members of the Book Club, the 
term chappel might need explanation. It is applied to a group within a printing 
works; thus to ‘call a chapel’ is to hold a chapel meeting of the journeymen. The 
elected leader is known as the Father of the Chapel. There is a popular belief 
that the term originates from the setting up of a press in the almonry of West- 
minster Abbey by William Caxton. (Thanks to Glaister’s Encyclopedia of the Book 
for this definition.) The Moxon Chappel and other chappels do not entirely 
fit this definition, but something of the idea exists by extension, and often 
on joint projects printers from different presses may more nearly approximate 
the above definition. 


AX 


ONE OF THE NEWER MEMBERS, Meiric Dutton of Honolulu, sent a valuable and 
beautifully done little booklet, Hawazi’s Great Seal and Coat of Arms. The frontis- 
piece is a color reproduction from the Archives of Hawaii, and the text is 
generously illustrated with both drawings and photographs. The tailpiece is a 
magnificent color plate of the Coat of Arms of the State of Hawaii, 1959. 


AX 


THE SEVENTH ANNUAL Christmas production of The Nova Press was sent by 
its Master William P. Barlow, Jr. The Nova Press productions are always orig- 
inal and delightful, and this one, reprinted from the January, 1866, issue of 
Harper’s New Monthly Magazine and entitled ‘“‘More Witnesses’’ is in the 
same spirit. The accompanying drawings, also taken from the magazine, are 
sheer delight. 


Be 


PROBABLY THE CLEVEREST PIECE to be received came from the Hart Press, 
printed by Ruth & James D. Hart and illustrated by Victor R. Anderson. 
This was Scrooge Rides Again by Ogden Nash, and the principal credit for the 
delight of this production must go to Mr. Nash, but a large part of the pleasure 
was delivery of the poem in this particular form. 


KX 


From Toni SAVAGE’s OrPHEUS Press in England comes two additions to the 
Club’s library. One is a little brochure entitled John Clare; Lines Written in 
Northampton County Asylum. Interesting both in content and format, this brochure 
was printed in one hundred copies by Douglas Martin and illustrated by 
Rigby Graham. Also illustrated by Graham is a book of poems by John Best 
entitled Poems and Drawings in Mud Time. Both the poems and drawings are 
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extremely modern, but the drawings, often apocalyptic, are the most inter- 
esting part of the book. The Orpheus Press is located at 48 Walton Street, 
Leicester, England. 


AX 


From NorMAN STROUSE came the latest production from The Silverado Press 
entitled Silverado Revisited. This booklet was hand-set and hand-printed on 
hand-made paper in an edition of 120 copies, and the typographic treatment 
as well as the nostalgic content is very charming. 


EX 


THE ARUNDO PREss occasionally sends its continuing publication Far Afield. 
Frederick Folger Thomas, Jr. in Berkeley operates the press in his garage and 
distributes the publications to interested friends, mainly those in the National 
Amateur Press Association. His rather wistful exhortation at the end of the 
printing note is one that all printers and publishers large and small must share: 
“Now, little book, go forth, and find what welcome you can.” 
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The long-awaited history of the vital, 


RA Ie 
Sa RD 


2 colorful role played by California and other a 
i western states in the Civil War —a fasci- = 
# nating, informal account of the little-known = 
& events and personalities that shaped the fu- 3 
e ture of one-third of our country and deci- & 

sively influenced the outcome of the War * 

itself! 2 

sf $3.95 at all booksellers S OUBLEDAY ae 








JOHN HOWELL—BOOKS 
434 Post Street 


San Francisco, California 


We have recently acquired the Mrs. K. C. Jamieson Collection of 
Californiana and Western Americana, in which there are many rarities 
as well as a great number of rarely seen books and pamphlets, which 
are not expensive. This great collection was built up principally by 
Harold C. Holmes for Mrs. Jamieson in the late 1920’s and early 
1930’s, and he found her some fine manuscripts, prints, books, and 
pamphlets. The Collection is now on our shelves and is for sale 
individually. 

We are also selling the great books and manuscripts of C. Templeton 
Crocker, whose collection is strong in fine and great bindings (Grolier, 
Maioli, Wotton, Eve, and others); French literature (first editions of 
Corneille, Moliere, Racine, Voltaire, and others); English literature 
(first editions of Bacon, Burns, Gray, Keats, Milton, Shelley, Shake- 
speare—the second, third and fourth folios—Suckling, and others). 
These are great books and we are honored to be able to offer them 
to our friends. 

WarRREN R. HOWELL 





Available Book Club Publications 


CONTINENT’S END, AN ANTHOLOGY OF CONTEMPORARY 
CALIFORNIA POETS. Edited by George Sterling, Genevieve Tag- 
gard, and James Rorty. Printed by John Henry Nash, 1925. $5.00* 
THE ESTIENNES, Mark Pattison. Three original leaves. Grabhorn 
Press, 1949. $15.00* 
MOTHER OF FELIPE AND OTHER EARLY STORIES, Mary 
Austin. Ward Ritchie Press, 1950. $5.75" 
GEORGE CLYMER AND THE COLUMBIAN PRESS, Jacob 
Kainen. Taylor & Taylor, 1950. $5.00 * 
TYPOGRAPHIC DESIGN IN RELATION TO PHOTO- 
GRAPHIC COMPOSITION, Stanley Morison. The Black Vine 


Press, 1959. $9.00 * 
A YEAR OF AMERICAN TRAVEL, Jessie Benton Fremont. The 
Plantin Press, 1960 $12.50 * 


*California residents add 4% sales tax. 
Limited quantities of each title. Send your order to: 


THE BOOK CLUB OF CALIFORNIA 
545 Sutter Street, San Francisco 2 Phone: SUtter 1-7532 


RARNVVLVVVVVUWVVVVVWVVVWVVWVWVNVVWVNeVraanwavnawvawvanqwvquwagar 


A7 


WO BVWBVWVVARVVWWVVVVAAVAVVA Aa Va gna Vuan ayaa gngagaanaunggaauuagsgys 


BIBLIO 
ad a — MANIAC? 


BOOK 
—COLLECTOR? —BROWSER? 


Then It’s 


HOLMES 


NEW BOOKS 
OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS 
RARE BOOKS 
WESTERN AMERICANA 
LIBRARIES PURCHASED 


The Holmes Book Company 


EsTABLISHED 1894 
Main Store: 274 - 14th Street, Oakland 12, TWinoaks 3-6860 
Also in Oakland: 1722 Broadway, Oakland 12, HIgate 4-0792 
San Francisco Store: 22 Third Street, San Francisco 3, DOuglas 2-3283 
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